The impact of the economic

Crisis on your city

We know that recent economic conditions he
been difficult for ou 4
been touched to varying degrees. Most of us F klo
been challenged in ways that nobody could h 'l‘ ran 1n
predicted just a few years agowith friends anc [IVIANERINIc RS- Ra0Ratl: 1=
family members also struggling, some even los
their jobs.
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The City of Franklin has faced the same financial difficulties that you are feeling at
home. The State has continued to cut the revenues the City receives under the
Local Government Fund. In fact, we expect this funding to completely disappear
within the next few years. Additionally, income tax revenues have plummeted
during this recession. Last year alone, income tax revenues were 15% less, nearly
$900,000, than they were in 2008.

You have had to limit spending and make very difficult choices; so have we. Our
goal has been to maintain the services that you have come to expect, while doing so
on a reduced budget. We have made cuts and tightened the belts over the last few
years to guarantee you receive a similar level of service and safety while assuring we
are within our budgeted means. We thought it would be beneficial to share with
you some of the responsible steps taken to trim costs as we have worked through
this difficult and challenging situation during the last few yegiGontinued on Pg 2)
Information about
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that you are require o

to have a permi signs:

before  hosting ¢ _
garage sale or othe Dc_)_not place signs on

type of rummage sa utility poles (such as
in the City of telephone poles) as
Franklin? Important rules this poses a serious
you should know safety threat to line
The basics: workers.
. Permits arefred Call 7469921to Garage sale signs are to be a maximum
apply. of 9 square feet and are to be placed on

private property after gaining
- Sales can last up to 4 days and carpermission of the property owner first.
occur between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00Sjgns within the right of way will be

p.m. removed.

- Each household in Franklin is The City will be sponsoring a cityvide
allowed to have up to 4 sales pergarage saled if you have suggestions
twelve (12) month period. for potential dates, please contact the

City to share your thoughts.
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Is There a Streetlight

Out In Your
Neighborhood?

If you know of a
streetlight outage please
call Duke Energy directly
800-54355990 residents
can also report outages

on Duke
at http://www.duke-
energy.com/ohio/

outages.asp

Please have the following
information ready:

« The pole number
(although some older
poles do not have a
number)

o Closest address

« Nature of the
problem (e.g., light
totally out, flickering
light).

We do periodically
attempt to report these
issues, but we need your
help.

You may also call the City

Building at 9377469921
and we would be glad to
assist you as well.
Visit us on the web:
www.franklinohio.org
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=1 4 SAVE LIVES

“‘ § Change Your Clock, Change Your Battery
= -E_a‘ Cedicated lo Life Safety”
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(Continued fromPg 1) Every City Department has
participated in this effort, and cuts have been made across the
board. We have reducing staffing positions; eliminated vacant
positions (such as Stormwater Superintendent, Law
Department Secretary, and Safety Department Secretary,
saving over $165,000 per year); transitioned career positions to-tpaet
(delayed appointment of futime Finance Director, saving approximately
$70, 000) ; and restructured our empl
costs.
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In 2008, the following cost -cutting measures began:

The Police Department: reduced personnel costs by
approximately $175,000 annually by not filling a vacant pa
officer and dispatcher position. Staffing levels have |
maintained by reassigning the school resource officer and
task force officer to fultime patrol duty. Overtime costs wel
also reduced in 2009 by nearly $70,000.

w el BesFire Pepartmentreduced operational costs funded by the
General Fund by $250,000 per year. Personnel costs were also
reduced by restructuring staff coverage to maintain-auty
staffing levels while reducing overtime costs by $35,000. The
Fire Fund also now assists with funding the dispatch center,
saving the General Fund $77,000 annually.

The Public Works Departmenthas seen its recreation budget
reduced by over $85,000 since 2008. Residential street paving
projects have been cancelled 3 out of the last 4 years, at a savings
of approximately $300,000 annually. Issue Il infrastructur
projects, including improvements to Second Street, improveme

to the intersection of Skokiaan and Stadia, and improvement
Hemlock Street have all been cancelled, saving approxima
$900,000. (The two current road projects occurring on Riley
Blvd. and Franklin Trenton Road were funded with stimulus
funds that do not have to be repaid).

The Franklin Municipal Courthas also helped in the efforts
by closing the Court at noon on Wednesdays, which has
reduced overtime costs by $29,000 per year.

We remain focused on providing our residents the services they
deserve while acting in a fiscally responsible manner. If you have any
guestions or comments about the Ci

James Lukas
City Manager
9377469921 Ext. 1101
Email: jlukas@franklinohio.org

City of Franklin

1 Benjamin Franklin Way
Franklin, Ohio 45005
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The City of Franklin is proud

_ _ _ _ to offer our community a
The number one property maintenance complaint from City residents concerns highimber of amenities. There

grass and weeds in a neighbords yar dareasekenabopporturgtiasr , t
notices issued. To address such issues, the City modified its Property Maintenaffgeyou to participate in

Code last year, and we wanted to make you aware of the new regulations. helping us invent our future!
We have highlighted two

The duty to maintain the yard and grass applies to ALL properties, bot®@pportunities here:
residential and no#esidential (i.e., commercial and industrial), whether the
structures are occupied or vacant.

Property maintenance concer

All grass shall be kept below ten (
inches between April st and
member. Applicants must

November . 1—888—433—4642
be a City resident and

- The duty to maintain extends to the stre®this means the property owner is registered voter. Democrats
responsible to cut the area between the street and the sidewalk, or up to the str@etl Independents are
edge if there is no sidewalk. currently needed.

RS oo MoV llgle] We currently have a
vacancy for a Civil Service

Written notice will be sent to a property owner whose property is in violation of’lease call Jane McGee at

these regulationsPlease note that only one notice will be issued per property; if 9377469921 (Ext. 1102). SO
o . . . that she can further explain

another violation occurs the City may have the grass cut without sending the selection process to you.

another notice. If a property owners fails to comply with the notice, the City will

clean wup the property and the Cityds costs, toget he

$200, will be charged to the property owner. If the bill is not paid within ten (10)

days, the City will inform the County Auditor to place that amount, along with a fifty

dollar ($50) penalty, as an assessment of the property tax bill.

Each vyear, thanks to a

\\ dedicated group of citizen

x-‘“ 7‘ volunteers, a number of

‘ ’ community events are held

\3,4}) 2010 census: IT’S IN OUR HANDS making this a better place
gt \\ to raise a family, such as:

. . ) Easter Egg Hunt
of everyone living in the United

States and is mandated by the U.S. Independence Day
Constitution. Parade & Festival

Have you returned your census forms?
If not, please do so.

The 2010 Census form is one of the cengus data is used to apportion  River Ride Family
shorte_st in U.S. hls_tory, consisting .Of 10 Congressional seats to states, to  Bicycle Tour
questions and taking about 10 minutes igiribyte more than $400 billion in

to complete. Strict confidentiality laws  toyeral funds to tribal, state and local FallFest & the Great%

protect the respondents and the g, ermments each year and to make Street Pumpkin Roll

information that is provided. .

dbeC|S|ohns We need your help! Would
Approximately 68% of Franklin @pout what you consider joining our
residents have returned the forms as of community committee to help create

April 16t. The 2010 Census is a count servi_(ées to special family memories for
proviae. the next generation?



